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powers, and thus they form the last link in the chain of the last class of animals, 
the entozoa. 

The author is evidently not very familiar with all the appearances of tubercu¬ 
lous disease, for although he quotes Laennec, Carswell, and other pathologists, he 
draws his inferences almost exclusively from one form of tubercle; the rounded 
isolated tubercle, which is certainly the most frequent, but not the only variety 
of this morbid product. Now although the rounded granulations and tubercles 
found in the lungs and still more distinctly observed in the serous membranes, do 
certainly present many analogies of form and mode ofdevelopement with some of 
the lower classes of parasitic animals, we must inquire into the history of other 
forms of tuberculous matter. A minute study of the pathological anatomy of 
tubercles will then show (as we have verified in some hundred examinations) 
that in children, the most common form of tubercle is the infiltration of the 
tissue of an organ with the tuberculous matter. After a time it becomes an 
irregular amorphous mass of the usual opaque yellow colour. We have ex¬ 
amined the same matter in adults, and in them also we have watched the 
gradual progress of a lung or of a lymphatic gland from the first stage, in which 
it is still soft, though filled with a semi-concrete transparent or yellowish fluid, 
infiltrating its whole structure as water does a sponge. In a more advanced 
degree the tissue of the lung is obliterated, and a tuberculous mass remains. 
Now, we certainly do no more admit the distinct vitality of this form of tubercle 
than we do that of the serous liquid of dropsy. 

Scrofula is not of a tuberculous character, according to Mr. Carmichael. He 
uses the term in too wide a signification. The wnters who contend for the 
identity of tubercle and scrofula, allude only to those cases of chronic altera¬ 
tions of the glands or other tissues, in which distinct tuberculous substance 
can be detected. But the term scrofula is frequently applied to oilier altera¬ 
tions of a much less decided character. 

Cancer is supposed, and we believe with reason, by Dr. Carmichael, to be 
closely connected with tubercle. But what is that connexion! Ingenious as the 
essay certainly is, wc fear that this question is left in the same doubt as that 
relative to the origin of tuberculous disease. W. W. G. 


Art. XIX. T)t Bleph irnplaxiicc. Dissertatio Inauguralis , Mcdico-Chtrurzica. 

Auctor Joannes Staub. 8vo. pp. 100. Berlin, 1835. 

l)t Bkpharoplasiicc , that is to say, according to the etymology of the term, 
(from eyelid, and Trk&mzx, formation); a dissertation on the formation 

of eyelids; not their physiological organization, but rather the remedying of 
their original and accidental defects by the skill of the surgeon. The satire of 
Butler has rendered almost every one aware of the operation first proposed by 
the Italian physician Tagliacozzi, and now, with certain modification actually 
pursued, for the restoration of deficient and dilapidated noses, and denominated 
by writers rhinoplastice. Although we are not aware that any surgeon has ac¬ 
tually succeeded in supplying, by a similar operation, either a congenital ab¬ 
sence or accidental loss of the eyelids, yet there are sufficient facts upon record 
to show that very extensive deformities of these organs, arising from numerous 
causes, may be effectually remedied by the knife, and the serious injury which 
the eye itself would eventually have sustained, had they been allowed to remain, 
prevented. Besides other deformities to which the eyelids are occasionally 
subject, it not unfrequently happens that they adhere to each other from birth, 
or become subsequently agglutinated from injuries or disease, thus preventing 
the eyes from being unclosed, or they may adhere to a greater or less extent to 
the ball of the eye; both eversion and inversion of the lids or of their tarsi are also 
of common occurrence, and even, though less frequently, the lids may be so de- 
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ficient in length as not to cover completely the ball of the eye, or finally, they 
may bo either entirely wanting or destroyed. Now, as already hinted, in all 
such cases the surgeon has it in his power by appropriate, and often very sim¬ 
ple operations, to remove entirely, or to a very considerable extent, the existing 
deformity, and thus to guard the organ of vision against its deleterious conse° 
quence—even to preserve the sight itself. It is of these operations that the author 
of the dissertation before us treats under the denomination of Blepharoplastice. 

The work is divided into eight sections, devoted respectively to the opera¬ 
tions for 

1st. Colombonia, or a preternatural longitudinal division of the eyelids. 

"2nd. Ankyloblepharon, or abnormal adhesion of the lids to each other. 

3d. Symblepharon, or abnormal adhesion of the lids to the ball of the eye. 

4th. Trichiasis, or inversion of the eyelashes. 

5th. Organic Entropium, or inversion of the lids. 

Gth. Organic Ectropium, or eversion of the lids. 

7th. Lagopthalmia, or defect in the length of the eyelids; and, 

8th. Deficiency of the eyelids. 

Under each of these sections the operations recommended and pursued by the 
most distinguished surgeons and occulists, are minutely and very accurately 
described; as, however, the author presents nothing new or peculiarly interest¬ 
ing in relation to either of these, a more extended notice of his dissertation is 
not considered necessary. From any of the standard treatises upon operative 
surgery, all the practical information it comprises may be readily obtained. 

D. F. C. 


Art. XX. Be Septi Narium Destitutions. Dissertaiio Medico-Chirurgica. 

Auctor Carolus Tax. Berlin, 1836: pp. 43, 4to. 

Jl Medico-Chirurgieal Dissertation on the restoration of the Septum Narium . By 

Charles Tax. 

The principal object of the author in the present dissertation is to describe 
the various surgical operations, with their rationale, which havo been proposed 
by different distinguished surgeons for the restoration of the septum between 
the nostrils, when this has been destroyed by accident or disease. 

The more recent authorities cited in favour of the operation here described 
are Carpue, Dieffenback, Graefe, Blassus, Rust, Fricke and Labat. The re¬ 
marks of other surgeons of eminence in regard to them are, however, occasion¬ 
ally referred to. 

The dissertation is divided into nineteen sections. The first ten are occupied 
with an account of the manner of forming the septum narium, when the whole 
of the nose is to he restored, by a surgical operation, according to tlio methods 
pursued in India, in Italy, and in Germany. The eleventh to the nineteenth 
section inclusive, treat of the manner of restoring the septum narium when it 
alone has been destroyed: 1st, from the skin of the forehead; 2ndly, from the 
skin covering the nose itself; 3dly, from the superior lip; 4thly, from the skin 
of the lip and cheek; 5thly, when a hare-lip exists; and Gthly, from the skin of 
the palm of the hand. 

It is not of course expected that we should, in tho present notice of the work 
of hi. Tax, attempt to give to our readers the details of these several operations 
and the remarks of the author in relation to them respectively. The principles 
upon "which the whole of them are founded, as well as their general outlines, 
are well understood by every intelligent surgeon. To render in any degree 
intelligible an account of the proper manner of performing each, and to explain 
the particular cases to which it is adapted, would render it necessary for us to 
translate nearly the whole of the dissertation before us. D. F. C. 



